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Letters « Whal’s Happening? « Commurity Calenclar 
Ovr voice in the lesbian commvrity December 1999 


We welcome submissions of interest to local lesbians, Letters to the editor, book, concert and movie 
reviews, political and social commentary, short fiction, poetry, photographs and artwork are all welcomed. 
Write to womonspace (Box 128, Main PO.; Edmonton, AB T5J 3K4), attend a newsletter Deters leave a 


message at (780) 482-1794, or e-mail womonspace@hotmail. com 


Upcoming topics: 
January = Safe Sex. Submission deadline: December 12. 


February ~ Lesbians and Gay Men. Submission deadline: January 15, 


womonspace is a publication of Womonspace: Social and Recreational! Society of Edmonton: We area 


k arc * 


nonprofit organization. The newsletter is produced by, for, and about lesbians in Edmonton-and the surrounding - 


areas. Our purpose is to inform and entertain our members and any other interested lesbians: The opinions 


expressed in any issue of womonspace do not necessarily reflect the opinion of the Directors or the Newsletter 
Committee. The events, organizations and establishments. publicized are not necessarily supported 
by Womonspace. womonspace is produced on a volunteer basis by the Newsletter Committee. We welcome 
submissions. Material submitted becomes the property of Womonspace. We reserve the right to edit for length 
ahd content, and to refuse publication. Articles or letters to the editor may be sent to: Womonspace, Box 128, 
Main P.0., Edmonton, AB T5J 3K4. Submissions will be published | in both the newsletter and'on womonspace's 
web site, unless otherwise agreed: Womonspace members may submit classified advertising — up to 3 lines 
free.— at any time: womonspace seeks advertising that is lesbian-positive to help defer publication: costs. 
Womonspace does not necessarily. endorse products’ or services offered. We reserve the right to refuse ads, 


For rate information, and.to place an ad, please leave a message on the Lesbian Info Line at 482-1794. 
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Eo tor14| 
by Suzanne Dawson 


Welcome to the last issue of 
womonspace this century. The topic 
of queer youth is an appropriate way 
to leave this millennium and enter the 
next, as the future of the gay and 
lesbian community rests on the 
shoulders of our youth. The average 
high school student hears anti-gay 
comments 25 times every day. Queer 
students are seven times more likely 
than straight students to be threatened 
with a weapon at school. As a result, 
queer youth attempt suicide at a rate 
two to three times higher than their 
straight peers. Yet, there are positives 
too, as more youth are comfortable 
enough with their sexuality to come 
out and seek support from the gay 
and lesbian community. Unfortunately, 
queer youth are often excluded from 
community activities, which frequently 
centre around events involving 
alcohol. The opinions of younger 
members of our community are often 
disregarded with a wave of a hand and 
the assumption that they are ‘just too 
young to understand.’ If I can give 
everyone a mission for the coming 
year, it would be to remember that 
diversity, tolerance and equality are 
the foundations of our community. 
Before you make condescending 
remarks or assume that someone in 
their teens or early twenties is naive or 
without a valid opinion, think about 
the reasons for and consequences of 
your beliefs. 


Dyke Dirt 


An American judge ruled that the 

Salt Lake City school district’s ban on 
gay and lesbian student clubs did not 
violate the First Amendment rights of 
homosexual students. Gay groups will 
not be permitted to meet at the high 
school, cannot appear in the yearbook, 
and are barred from putting up posters 
at school. 


The Canadian Government announced 
that same sex relationships will be 
included as a marital status option 

in Canada Census 2001. 


France’s top legal body endorsed a bill 
to improve the rights of gay and lesbian 
couples. The Civil Solidarity Pact gives 
all cohabiting couples over age 18, 
regardless of gender, rights regarding 
inheritance and joint tax returns. 


Roger Ebert gave the movie Boys Don’t 
Cry, based on the life of murdered 
female-to-male transsexual Brandon 
Teena, two thumbs up, calling it “one 
of the best films of the year” and “a sad 
song about a free spirit who tried to fly 
a little too close to the flame.” 


A male-to-female transsexual, Susan 
Mamela, was awarded $3,000 by 
the B.C. Human Rights Tribunal to 
compensate her for her suspension 
by the Vancouver Lesbian Connection 
(VLC) for refusing to label herself a 
woman. Mamela preferred the labels 
‘lesbian’ and ‘female,’ stating that 
‘woman’ is derivative of the Anglo- 
Saxon word for ‘wife.’ The now- 
defunct VLC had no comment. 
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Dear Womonspace, 


Both my partner and | attended the A.G. 
meeting. One comment that was missed 
with regard to men at our dances was 
that some women have abuse issues 
re: men and having them at the dances 
would create an ‘unsafe’ social place 
for those women. | am a ‘new’ member 
to the community and do love the safe 
environment to be with my partner. 
Thank you for that space. 


Jo 


Recently, my partner and | got a call from 
our esteemed [Womonspace] President. 
Terri was distressed about all the calls she 
has been getting from irate smokers. I've 
been involved with Womonspace both on 
and off the board for about five years and 
I've never seen such a large turnout for an 
A.G.M. It was great to see about 70 women 
there! However, these calls that Terri and 
the information line received are too late. 
The good turnout aside, apathy for your 
own organization is the problem. We all 
got notices in the newsletter and the board 
spent good money sending individual 
notices to all members. 


A lot of you know I’m a smoker myself, 
and | won't be attending the ‘cold’ dances 
of December, January and February. But 
in a fair, democratic way, a vote was held 
and the non-smokers took it in a landslide. 
| can't say | like it, but | believe in 
democracy, so we're stuck with it. So quit 
your bitchin’ and next time get involved 
and attend. By the way, you would have 
been admitted free to the dance and had 
free snacks and beverages. 


Tina Taylor 
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At the Womonspace Annual General 
Meeting in October, a motion to have all 
dances in the coming year non-smoking 
was Carried by a landslide. This result was 
not unexpected. Womonspace has received 
a number of letters urging this action, and 
only 8% of respondents to our smoking 
surveys prefer smoking dances. 


At the Womonspace board meeting in 
November, it was revealed that some 
members intend to challenge the no- 
smoking vote. According to our bylaws, 
a decision may be reconsidered if 14 
members sign a petition to that effect. 

A special meeting must then be called to 
decide the issue. All members must be 
notified by mail two weeks beforehand. 


| think it is shameful for disgruntled 
smokers to even consider such an action. 
The notice to all members about the A.G.M. 
specifically mentioned smoking as an issue 
to be discussed. We had an unprecedented 
turnout of over 60 members and it was 
made very clear they wanted non-smoking 
dances. Calling a special meeting would be 
a waste of Womonspace money and our 
members’ time to make essentially the 
same vote made in October. 


The majority of women want to breathe 
smoke-free air. This does not negate a 
smoker's right to step outside for a 
cigarette or to choose not to attend a non- 
smoking dance. 


Smokers have had plenty of opportunity 

to enjoy their right to smoke at most 
Womonspace dances since 1981. There 
are other establishments in Edmonton now 
where a lesbian can both dance and smoke 
indoors. | hope this issue will not come up 
again until our next A.G.M. in October 2000. 


Lindy Pratch 


L Millennium Top Ten 


Since this is the last womonspace 
newsletter of the century, I’ve put 
together a list of people and events of 
the last 100 years that had a tremendous 
effect on the lives of lesbians and gays. 
This isn’t a definitive Top 10; it’s merely 
a look back with the hope that their 
significance is neither forgotten nor 
taken for granted in the next 100 years. 


1. Person's Day: Women in Canada have had 
the vote for only 70 years; many of us 
have mothers or grandmothers older 
than that. Before Oct. 18, 1929, women 
weren’t even considered “persons.” 
What does this have to do with lesbians 
and gays? In a nutshell, we can’t 
eliminate homophobia until we eradicate 
sexism. Gay men are scorned for being 
too feminine, implying that womanly 
qualities are inferior. So, thank you to 
Alberta’s Nellie McClung and the Group 
of Five, who helped get us the vote. 
(And let’s all visualize a wake up call 

for Nellie’s grandson, Justice John 
McClung, who still doesn’t get it.) 


2. Knstallnacht On Nov. 9, 1938, in Nazi 
Germany, Jewish businesses, homes and 
synagogues were looted and destroyed — 
a horrifying prelude to the Holocaust 
immortalized as the “night of broken 
glass.” The Nazis weren’t merely anti- 
Semitic; they also persecuted 
homosexuals, the disabled and other 
“undesirables” in a prime example of 
how hatred against one group can 
transform into hatred against many. 
Never again, never forget. 


by Laurie 


3. Stonewall: On June 28-29, 1969, riots 
erupted at the New York gay bar 
Stonewall Inn when patrons decided to 
Just Say No to “routine” police raids. 
The rebellion is considered the 
beginning of the modern lesbian 

and gay movement. 


4. Trudeau, 1969: Stating that “the 
government has no place in the 
bedrooms of the nation,” Canadian 
Prime Minister Pierre Trudeau 
decriminalized homosexuality 
between consenting adults. 


5. Diagnostic and Statistical Manual of Mental Disorders: 
On April 9, 1974, The American 
Psychiatric Association removed 
homosexuality from its manual of 
mental disorders. 


6. Harvey Milk: On November 27, 1978, 
openly gay San Francisco city supervisor 
Harvey Milk was assassinated by a 
homophobic ex-cop, who was only 
convicted of manslaughter thanks to 
the notorious “Twinkie defence.” 

The leniency of the sentence enraged 
the gay community and Milk became 
the first modern-day gay martyr. 


7. Rock Hudson/ACT UP/The AIDS Quilt: In August 

1985, it was publicly confirmed that 

Rock Hudson had what was referred 

to as “the gay plague.” Hudson put 

a human face on AIDS that made it 

tougher for governments to ignore 

the disease. 

® activist gooup ACT UP, which began 
in New York in 1987 by 


continued on page 12 
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Library Service to Queer Youth 


The purpose of a public library is 

to provide for the information and 
recreational needs of its community. 
Lesbians, gays and bisexuals are a part 
of this community. The availability of 
gay-related library materials has been 
shown to be a valuable aid in the 
coming out process, as well as being 
important for self-acceptance in the 
later stages of gay and lesbian life. 

In “Gay Young Adult Fiction in the 
Public Library: A Comparative 
Survey” (Public Libraries, July/August 
1999, pp 224-243), Alex Spence 
examined 19 library collections across 
Canada and the United States. He 
wrote, “While the public library’s 
mandate is to present all points of 
view, to resist interference with free 
expression of and free access to ideas, 
and to challenge censorship, there are 
individuals who would suppress views 
not in accord with their own. This 
resistance can become particularly 
strong where youth are concerned 
and when gay-related resources are 
the issue.” 

Spence found a broad range of 
difference among the collections he 
surveyed. Edmonton Public Library, 
holding 68.7% of the 99 titles 
checked, was slightly above the 
Canadian mean average of 61.2 %. 
Because patrons find books mostly by 
browsing at their local branches, the 
study also looked at accessibility by 
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counting the numbers of copies (of the 
99 titles) held per 10,000 of population. 
The mean average in Canada was 
6 copies per 10M. Edmonton fared 
poorly, having only 3.3 copies per 10M. 
Of the 99 titles used in the survey, 
the most widely-held in Canadian 
libraries is Diana Wieler’s Bad Boy, 
which won a Governor General’s 
Award. Some of the recent titles 
available in Edmonton are: Block, 
Francesca Lia. Girl Goddess #9. 
Donoghue, Emma. Kissing the Witch: 
Old Tales in New Skins. Garden, 
Nancy. Good Moon Rising. Kerr, M. 
E. Hello, I Lied. Ketchum, Liza. Blue 
Coyote. Van Dijk, Lutz. Damned 
Strong Love: The True Story of Willi 
G. and Stephan K,. Wersba, Barbara. 
Whistle Me Home. Woodson, 
Jacqueline. From the Notebooks of 
Melanin Sun. Woodson, Jacqueline. 
The House You Pass on the Way. 


Are you an out-of-towner who wants 
to receive womonspace? Membership 
isn't just for Edmontonians! Being a 
member pays the cost of printing and 
mailing the newsletter and lets lesbians 


throughout the prairies know what is 
happening in Edmonton. Consider your 
membership fee a subscription fee and 
start receiving womonspace in your 


mailbox today! 


Everything | Need To Know, 
| Learned When | Was 17 


One of the shocks of the last few years 
has been the realization that I have 
moved out of any definition of youth. 
Mostly what’s shocking about that is 
that I have become older than the first 
lesbians I ever knew, who seemed so 
worldly and wise at 25 when I was 17. 

The year I was finishing grade 12, I 
got to be close friends with Carey, who 
was 18, gay and already out. Through 
that friendship, I got a crash immersion 
in lesbian and gay life in Edmonton. In 
my last couple of years of high school, 
I began exploring activism, feminism, 
independence and politics. I wasn’t a 
lesbian then, Feminism was all I could 
absorb. I wouldn’t say I was closeted or 
straight at that point. Being a feminist 
was identity enough, and the reactions 
that identity got have affected my 
identity as a lesbian to this day. 

The first lesbians I got to know, Lisa 
and Mary, were in their mid twenties. 
They were roommates and had taken 
Carey in when living at home became 
impossible for him because he was gay. 
I remember sitting on their couch, 
waiting for Carey to get ready, and 
reading their Dykes to Watch Out For 
books. I was so grateful for Lisa and 
Mary’s carefully neutral remarks: 
“Yeah, they’re funny aren’t they?” 
instead of “Uh, Kristy, why are you 
reading all the lesbian books?” When 
Mary heard that Carey was going to be 
my date for grad, she said that she’d 
gone to her grad with a gay man too, 


by Kristy Harcourt 


and then quickly backtracked and said, 
“Um, I mean, that should be fun.” She 
was careful not to make assumptions or 
to call me a lesbian before I was ready 
to take the name for myself. 

At around the same time, at a 
crowded table at Cafe La Gare, another 
woman asked me point blank, “So, are 
you a dyke or what?!” I froze, blushed 
and said that I didn’t know. When she 
laughed at my discomfort and said, “I 
give you five years” I felt like she was 
claiming control over a process that 
was mine. And my resentment at that 
statement delayed my coming out. 

The truth is that it wasn’t beihg 
closeted or denial that made me unable 
to identify as lesbian then. It was my 
fear of being swept away, of claiming to 
be something I wasn’t. The dykes I met 
were some of the coolest people I’d ever 
encountered, and I didn’t want to say 
I was one of them when I wasn’t sure. 
It was like being afraid of pledging love 
for fear that it was only a crush. 

The patience and space allowed 
by the lesbian and gay friends I made 
that summer gave me the strength and 
confidence to be as out as I could when 
the time was right. Having had the 
space to figure out which names I could 
honestly answer to solidified the feeling 
of pride I continue to feel at being a part 
of a g/I/b/t population. It also taught me 
patience and respect for other people 
coming to terms with their identities, 
whatever they may be. Wy) 
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Queer Pride: 


Interview with Sue Butler 


Twenty-one year old Sue Butler is, 
undoubtedly, an extraordinary woman. 
The recipient of a Pride Certificate for 
raising awareness of queer issues at the 
University of Alberta through her work 
with Outreach, Sue is out, proud and 
serving as a formidable role model for 
queer youth in Edmonton. 

SD: When did you come out to 
yourself? 

SB: In the beginning of high school. 
I always knew I liked girls, but it wasn’t 
until I began a relationship with another 
girl that I realized it wasn’t a phase, that 
it was who I am. 

SD: When did you come out to 
your family? 

SB: I came out to my siblings first. 
They were very accepting and I knew 
that they would be, so that made it 
easier for me. I came out to my mother 
before coming out to my father. I took 
her on a trip to the mountains and 
waited until the very end of our holiday 
to tell her (so I wouldn't ‘ruin’ the 
holiday). She had a hard time accepting 
it based on her religious values, but she 
still accepted me as her daughter and 
we agreed to disagree. About six 
months later, I came out to my dad. It 
was really scary but he took it really 
well. He had always sensed that I was 
going to do my own thing regardless, 
so he had accepted it a long time ago. 

I was very lucky in that my coming out 
experience was positive — stressful, 
but positive. 
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[by wane Dawson | Suzanne Dawson 


SD: What was the first gay/lesbian 
event you attended and how did it make 
you feel? 

SB: When I was 16, I snuck into a 
local gay establishment with a girl I met 
(bar and girl shall remain nameless). It 
happened to be, um, ‘underwear night,’ 
and I think I got a very skewed view of 
the community. Exciting, but skewed. 

SD: Has your age been a factor in 
how you feel you've been treated by 
the gay and lesbian community? 

SB: Some older members of the 
community do have a tendency to ‘talk 
down’ to me and treat me as though I’m 
naive because of my age. I don't know if 
it has to do with their idea that I haven’t 
had to go through some of the hardships 
that other members of the community 
have gone through. There’s the idea 
that because we’re younger, we don't 
understand issues that have faced the 
community in the past. On the contrary, 
I have a great deal of respect and 
admiration for others in the community 
who have had to live through those 
times and paved the way for greater 
tolerance. 

SD: How has the University group 
Outreach helped you in the coming out 
process? 

SB: I joined Outreach when I came 
to the University three years ago. I 
became one of the Co-Chairs the year 
after I joined, and I continue to be on 
the Executive this year. Being a part of 
Outreach gave me a wonderful social 


continued on page 16 


Whel?s Happening? 


Adamant Eve Radio show by and for 
womyn. Wednesdays, 5:30-6 p.m. 
on CJSR 88.5 FM 


Badminton League Call Bruce at 453-1244, 
cwbyteddy@powersurfr.com 


Bisexual Support Group Second Tuesday of 
the month, 7-9 p.m. at GLCCE. Call 
913-3076, purplehaze@breifcase.com 


Classics Social group for lesbians over 40. 
First Sunday of the month, 2 p.m. 
Call Donna at 456-1008. 


Edmonton Rainbow Business Association 

Second Tuesday of the month, 7:30 p.m. 
at Orlando Books at 10123 Whyte Ave. 
Call Bill at 422-6207. 


Free-to-be Volleyball Recreation league: 
Wednesdays, 8-10 p.m. at Hillcrest 
School, call Chris at 423-4930. Skills 
development: Mondays, 8-10 p.m. at 
Ross Sheppard High School, call Darcy 
at 425-7316, ftb@telusplanet.net 


Gaywire Lesbian, gay and bisexual news, 


interviews and music. Thursdays, 6-7 p.m. 


on CJSR 88.5 FM 


GLCCE Gay and Lesbian Community 
Centre for drop-in, peer counselling 
and library services. Monday to Friday, 
9 a.m. — noon and 7-10 p.m. at 

103, 10612 — 124 St. Call 488-3242, 
glcce@freenet.edmonton.ab.ca 


Liatris Society Gardening club for lesbian, 
gay, bisexual, transgendered and straight 
people. Call William at 474-7328, 
liatrissociety@hotmail.com 


Making Waves Swim Club For gays, lesbians, 
bisexuals and their friends. Thursdays, 


8:30-9:30 p.m. and Sundays, 8-9:30 p.m. 


at Bonnie Doon Leisure Centre, 


10 


8205 — 90 Avenue. Call Mike at 
432-2116, mjs2@gpu.srv.ualberta.ca 


Northern Titans Ten-Pin Bowling League. 
Saturdays, 4:45 p.m. at Pins & Cues, 

SE corner of Westmount Shopping Centre, 
111 Ave and 135 St. Cost $12. Call Garry 
at 426-6311, davegarry@v-wave.com 


02 Curling Sundays, 2 p.m. at Granite 
Curling Club, 8620 — 107 St. Cost $8 
drop-in. Call Lance at 479-5308. 


National Leather Association Second Friday 
of the month at the Roost, 9 p.m. 
nlaedmonton@canada.com 


Outreach Support for lesbian, gay, bisexual 
and transgendered students, staff and 
faculty at the University of Alberta. 
Tuesdays, 5 p.m. at the Heritage Lounge 
in Athabasca Hall on the U of A campus. 
Call 988-4166, outreach@gpu.srv.ualberta.ca 


PFLAG/T Support for parents, families and 
friends of lesbian, gay and transgendered 
people. Third Tuesday of the month, 
7:30 p.m. at GLCCE. Call Lynne at 
462-5958. pflag@freenet.edmonton.ab.ca 


Sacred Circle Dances Mondays, 7:30-9:30 p.m. 
at St. Joseph’s Convent, 10120 — 135 Ave. 
(SW door), Cost $4. Call Mary at 
477-2808 


Yours, Mine, Ours and Us Support group for 
I/g/b/t parents, step-parents and partners. 
First and third Tuesdays of the month, 

7-9 p.m. upstairs at Orlando Books. 

Call Liz at 415-5434 


Youth Understanding Youth Social & support 
group for gays, lesbians, bisexuals 
and transgenders age 25 and under. 
Saturdays, 7-9 p.m. at GLCCE. 
yuyedm@hotmail.com 
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CglenoGr of Events 


Friday, December 3 — 9:30 p.m. 

Melissa Etheridge in Concert 

Queen Elizabeth Theatre, Vancouver, B.C. 
For tickets, phone (604)280-4444. 


Saturday, December 4 — 6:30 p.m. 

Five Course Gourmet Murder Mystery Night 

Secret’s, 10249 — 107 St. Proceeds to 
Kairos House. Cost $20. Phone 990-1818. 


Saturday, December 4 

In the Gaze of the Black Madonna 

Explore the foundations in the Goddess 
shrines of Old Europe and the Americas. 
Presented by Women’s Spirit Circles. 

To register, phone 487-7310 or visit 
www.incentre.net/spiritlinks. Discount 
before November 27. 


Sunday, December 5 — 2 p.m. 

Classics Activities Night. 

Social group for lesbians over 40 at 
Secrets, 10249 — 107 St. 


Monday, December 6 — 7:30 p.m. 

Ecole Polytechnique Tribute 

Remembrance of the women murdered 
ten years ago. Phone Orlando Books 
at 432-7633. 


Monday, December 6 — 8 p.m. 
Womonspace Board Meeting 


All members welcome. 
GLCCE, 103, 10612 — 124 St. 


Friday, December 10 — 7:30 p.m. 

Journey to the Goddess 

Slide show by feminist psychotherapist 
Chery! Malmo illustrating her spiritual 
journey, including historical and 
archaeological images from England, 
Italy, Greece, Turkey and Mexico. 
Orlando Books, 10123 Whyte Ave. 
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Events for December 1999 


Sunday, December 12 — noon 

womonspace Newsletter Meeting 

Deadline for submissions on Lesbian 
Safe Sex. Drop off submissions or just 
stop by to chat. Bagel Tree, 10354 
Whyte Ave. 


Saturday, December 18 — 9 p.m. to 1 a.m. 
Womonspace Dance 

Come share some holiday cheer. Cost: $8 
non-members, $5 members (with card). 
Keep your ticket stub for free admission 
to the Roost afterwards. Volunteering is a 
great way to meet women. Call 482-1794. 


Monday to Friday, December 27-31 

Women’s Dog Sledding Camp 

Ontario. Phone Wild Women Expeditions 
at 1-888-993-1222. 


Friday, December 31 

Secrets’ Y2K Party 

10249 — 107 St. Cost $20 includes party 
favours, appetizers, and champagne at 


midnight. Phone 990-1818. 


Friday, December 31 — 9 p.m. 

New Years Eve Dance 

Eastwood Community Hall, 11803 — 86 St. 
Cost $25/person, includes party favours, 
champagne and midnight lunch. 


Sunday, January 2 — 2 p.m. 

Womonspace Sleigh Ride 

An hour-long sleigh ride will be followed 
by hot chocolate at a fire pit. Space is 
limited, so pre-register and get directions by 
calling 482-1794. Free for Womonspace 
members and children. Women who are 
not members may join us for $4. 
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Eomonton Churches 


Affirm United A support group for members 
of the United Church of Canada. 

Last Saturday of the month, 7:30 p.m. 

at McDougall United Church, 10086 
Macdonald Drive in the Norwood Room. 


Call Therese or Phyllis at 440-1306 


Brethren Mennonite Council For gay, lesbian 
and bisexual Mennonites and friends. 
garrett.epp@ualberta.ca 


Dignity Edmonton For gay, lesbian and 

bisexual Roman Catholics and friends. 
Call Bernard at 451-1794 or Joseph at 
481-4218. trainlvr@compusmart.ab.ca 


Freedom Metropolitan Community Church Sundays at 
1 p.m. and 7:15 p.m. Children’s church 
school, Sundays at 1 p.m. Youth group, 
Tuesdays at 7 p.m. McDougall United 
Church, downstairs, 10086 Macdonald 
Drive (south entrance). Call 429-2321. 
Revbev@compusmart.ab.ca 


Lambda Christian Community Church A non- 
denominational, evangelical Christian 
church. Sundays at 7 p.m. Call 474-0753 


for church location 


Lutherans Concerned Call Mette at 461-5571 
luthconc@icrossroads.com 


Southminster-Steinhauer United Church Welcomes 
all sexual orientations. Sundays at 10 a.m. 
at Ermineskin Community League, 
10709 — 32A Ave. Call the church 

office at 435-2028, Debbie at 987-4974, 
Read at 437-9732 

Unitarian Church of Edmonton Worship and 
services of union. Sundays at 9:30 a.m. 


and 11:15 a.m. at 12530 — 110 Ave. 
Call 454-8073 


Visions Gay, lesbian, bisexual, 
transgendered discussion group at 
Unitarian Church. Call 454-8073. 
anitaj@v-wave.com 
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Millennium Top Ten continued from page 6 


the “victims” of AIDS, successfully 
organized a political revolution to 
investigate the disease, revitalizing the 
radicalism of lesbian and gay politics. 
© On October 10-11, 1987, the 
Names Project unveiled a giant 
quilt consisting of 2,000 panels 
commemorating people who had died 
of AIDS. The quilt was a tangible, 
compassionate means of illustrating 
the impact of the epidemic. 


8. Martina Navratilova: Her coming out in 
1981 paved the way for other female 
personalities to be up-front about their 
lesbianism. Melissa, k.d., and Ellen 
eventually came out too, but Martina 
did it a decade earlier (before lesbian 
chic was in vogue) and it cost her in 
product-endorsement and sponsorship 
opportunities. She spoke out against the 
sexist double standard that remains in 
sport, pointing out that when Magic 
Johnson announced he had AIDS.as 

a result of sexual promiscuity, he was 


labelled a hero. 


9. The Delwin Vriend decision: On April 2, 
1998, the lengthy saga of the King’s 
College teacher fired for being gay 
concluded with the Supreme Court of 
Canada ruling that Alberta must include 
sexual orientation protections in its 
Individual Rights Protection Act. Sadly, 
19 months later, we’re still waiting for 
Ralph Klein to make this landmark 
decision a reality for Alberta’s gays 

and lesbians. 


10. The Matthew Shepard murder: On Oct. 12, 
1998, Matthew Shepard, a gay university 
student, was brutally beaten, tortured, 
and left tied to a fence to die in 
Wyoming. This horrific hate crime 
sparked outrage against violence 

and homophobia world wide. Ad) 
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I have been conducting research into 
the lives of les/bi/gay/trans youth over 
the past three years for my Ph.D. 
dissertation. While I eschew the idea 
of being an ‘expert’ on the 
contemporary lives of queer youth, I 
do have several observations based on 
my interviews which I would like to 
address to these young people. 

First, I want to relay to you (you 
know who you are) that I experienced 
you as exceptionally savvy individuals. 
You lucidly discussed the conduct of 
your daily lives and profoundly 
analyzed the many injustices forced on 
you by schools, family, social services, 
your friends and even by other queer 
people. ‘Normal’ youth do not have to 
question their place in the world in the 
myriad ways in which each of you do 
and, as a consequence, tend not to 
have the insights and perspectives you 
have acquired through continuous 
introspection and reflexiveness. 

Second, you are brave in the face of 
hostility and indifference, apathy and 
anger, depression and abuse. While 
you are often victimized, you are not 
victims. Regardless of the negative 
factors which shape the context within 
which you negotiate your world, you 
embrace each day. Yours is truly a 
brave new world in which many of 
you either refuse or are unable to be 
silent or in the closet. You are here, 
queer and the rest of us better get used 
to it! Your in-your-face politics offers 
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Research with Queer Youth 


By Gloria E.A. Filax 


a daunting challenge to those queer 
adults around you who remain smug 
and complacently hidden from a 
heterosexist and homophobic society. 
These adults could be your advocates 
but instead are judgmental and 
moralizing because you brazenly flaunt 
‘it’? and thus expose what closeted 
adults deny. For those youth who are 
not out, many factors, not the least of 
which is financial dependence on 
heterosexist or homophobic adults 
(family!), operate effectively to keep 
you hidden at this time. 

Finally, all of you represent the 
future of the queer world and while 
you have intellectual debts to those 
lesbian, gay, transgendered, 
transsexual, bisexual, and Two- 
Spirited people who came before you, 
I for one am proud of the queer spirit 
that lives in each of you. If the future 
queer world is you, I look forward to 
the future. While the completion of my 
dissertation drags and pushes into the 
year 2000, I would like to say many 
thanks to those queer youth who have 
made my work possible. Vv 


Hangovts for Lesbians 


The Bagel Tree at 10345 Whyte Ave. 
Buddy's Pub upstairs at 10112 — 124 St. 


Choices Nightclub at 10148 — 105 St. 
The Roost private club at 10345 — 104 St. 
Secrets Bar & Grill at 10249 — 107 St. 
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Kave On 


I set out on my mission to find out 
about herbal ecstacy and the rave 
culture for this issue on queer youth. 
But what did I know about raves or 
Ecstacy, herbal or not? It’s a party, 
people do drugs, whatever. After some 
probing on the internet (at which 
I’m a complete neophyte and most 
of you could net rings around me), 

I discovered that raves are actually 
pretty amazing events. 

One site defined raves as “energetic, 
all-night happenings fuelled by techno 
music, rampant Ecstacy use and ‘Age of 
Aquarius’-style utopian togetherness.” 
I don’t know about the music, but 
I personally think a little ‘utopian 
togetherness’ is called for in this uptight, 
unfortunately homophobic, world we 
live in. I’m pretty sure the ‘Age of 
Aquarius’ precludes gay-bashing, so a 
rave could be a pretty cool place to be 
young and gay. Although many deny 
that raves are all about drugs, I’m going 
to provide some basic information on 
the popular rave substance, herbal 
ecstacy (hereafter called HX), as an 
alternative to drugs for the les/bi/gay 
(and straight!) ravers out there. 

Ecstacy is a synthetically produced, 
hallucinogenic drug, and is not what 
I’m discussing here. It is potentially 
dangerous, even fatal, and I’d recommend 
doing some research before taking it. As 
an alternative to the potential dangers 
(and illegality) of drugs, HX (a.k.a. 
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Cloud 9, Rave Energy) is being turned 
to with the mistaken belief that natural 
equals safe. (Examples of this fallacy 
are cocaine, nicotine and hemlock.) 

The main ingredients in HX are 
ephedrine (ephedra/Ma Huang) 
and caffeine (kolanut and guaranna). 
Ephedra increases energy levels, blood 
pressure and heart rate, and opens up 
air ways. It can also induce anxiety, 
irritability, tremours, nausea and increase 
the risk of dehydration. In large doses, 
it may lead to stroke and cardiac arrest, 
and possible death. Ephedra is also 
potentially addictive. Caffeine ingreases 
these stimulant effects. Do not use 
ephedra if you have heart problems, 
high blood pressure, diabetes, glaucoma 
or if you take antidepressants. 

Herbs like ginkgo biloba, ginseng 
and foo-ti-teng may also be found 
in HX, as they have a reputation for 
stimulating the body and increasing focus 
and alertness. Ginseng, in particular, 
increases energy and helps the body adapt 
to stress. Ginseng should not be taken 
if you have heart or blood pressure 
problems. Ginkgo may increase your 
risk of bleeding, so do not use it if you 
take blood clotting or blood thinning 
medications or antidepressants. 

HX may contain damiana and other 
libido-enhancing herbs. To balance the 
energy-boosting effect of these herbs 
and replicate the emotional enhancement 
and sense of empathic well-being 


continued on page 16 
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Leshian (In) Visibility 


As someone who didn’t have her first 
lesbian relationship until she finished 
university, I wasn’t sure if I’d have 
anything much to say about lesbian 
youth. My grade school years were 
spent plastering my bedroom walls 
with pin-ups of young male heart- 
throbs and having the odd awkward 
encounter with some boys I found 
attractive at the time. Unlike many 
lesbians I’ve talked to, who can look 
back at their youth and pinpoint the 
signs of their burgeoning lesbianism, 
I never even considered the possibility 
of having a romantic relationship with 
a woman until university. So what 
insights on queer youth can I possibly 
offer? Merely this: looking back at my 
youth, it now strikes me as horrifying 
that a lesbian relationship was 
something I hadn’t considered. 

I thought about gay men far more 
than I did about lesbians in my high 
school years. My sister attended an 
‘artsy’ school and got to know some 
young gay boys. I never met them, but I 
clearly remember a conversation in 
which my mother denounced them as 
‘abnormal.’ Some male friends of mine (I 
regret to admit to those friendships now) 
talked about ‘beating up fags’ as a past- 
time; whether they ever actually did or 
not, I don’t know. I learned that to be 
gay was to be hated, but to be lesbian 
was to be invisible. Lesbians didn’t seem 
to exist anywhere around me. As a result 
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By Amber Richelle Dean 


of these early lessons, the first time I felt 
a strong sexual attraction to a woman, 
my excitement was overshadowed by 
dread and terror at the thought that 

I might be something so hated and 
ignored. So I worked hard to suppress 
that attraction, What finally made it 
safe for me to admit to and act on my 
attraction to women was the community 
of supportive, feminist people I had 
surrounded myself with, many of whom 
were lesbian or gay. Before it was safe 
for me to have a relationship with a 
woman, I had to know there were at 
least a few people who would continue 
to love me for who I was. 

I’ve been thinking about how my 
life might have been different if I had 
found that community earlier. I recall 
a teacher I looked up to in high school 
who taught to inspire. I learned so 
much from her about who I was and 
where I wanted to go. We’ve stayed 
in touch, and I’ve since found out that 
she is a lesbian. I can’t help thinking 
about what a difference it would have 
made had I known this earlier and had 
we been free to talk about it openly. 
Don’t get me wrong — I would never 
blame her for having to keep her 
lesbianism a secret. I blame the systemic 
homophobia that exists in all of our 
institutions, including education. I feel 
like I was robbed of something by not 
finding out until much later that this 
teacher who I so admired and looked 

continued on page 16 
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Rave On continued from page 14 


provided by Ecstacy, herbs such as 

kava and passionflower are sometimes 
included in HX. Kava reduces stress 
and anxiety, promotes a general sense 
of well-being and aids in sharpening the 
senses. Kava should not be taken with 
alcohol because its sedative effects can 
be increased to potentially toxic levels. 
Passionflower also aids in calming and 
relaxing. 

As with lab-produced Ecstacy, 

HX may contain many different 
ingredients and caution is advised. 
Without knowing the dosages and exact 
herbal combinations, it’s difficult to 
predict the effects. Don’t mix HX with 
alcohol or drugs, and never under any 
circumstances mix HX with Ecstacy or 
other ephedra products. The combination 
can produce a fatal strain on the body. 
If you have any medical conditions, talk 
to a pharmacist. Many people have used 
ephedra combinations with positive 
results. Follow recommended dosages, 
talk to a herbalist, don’t use HX on 

a long term basis and use it sensibly. 
While raving, drink plenty of water and 
take breaks from dancing to prevent 
dehydration and exhaustion. If you’re 
pregnant or think you might be (I 
realize this won’t apply to most of my 
womonspace readers!) never do drugs 
or drink alcohol! 

Rave with friends you can trust in 
case of any problems. With or without 
herbs or drugs, enjoy your raves and 
rave safe! w) 


Empowering and healing lesbians 
with Goddess-wisdom workshops, 


consultations, mentoring. Dr. Isis 
Moon, Ph.D. (780)455-6351. 
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Lesbian (In)Visibility continued from page 15 


up to was a lesbian. Connecting 
lesbianism with such a talented, active, 
strong, visible woman would have 
helped me to challenge my own 
internalized homophobia, and maybe 
made my struggle to overcome it a 
little easier. 

When I look around now at the high 
school girls in our community who are 
out and proud, I am both thrilled and 
in absolute awe at their confidence. 
Having access to a community of 
wonderful, visible lesbians has probably 
made all the difference. I only wish that 
all lesbians who work with youth could 
be free to be themselves without fear of 
repercussions so more young women 
could be making those connections 
with less struggle. WV) 


Sue Butler continued from page 9 


support network. It also helped me 
connect with many different facets of 
the community and helped inform me 
of different issues facing the queer 
community. 

SD: Some queer youth say that they 
don’t feel that they are taken seriously 
by the community because of their age. 
What do you think youth and older 
gays and lesbians can do to change this? 

SB: If both the youth and the older 
members of the queer community can 
approach topics with an open mind, this 
would effectively reduce the amount of 
discrimination within our community. 
Everyone has a responsibility to be 
aware of issues pertaining to different 
age groups. We should focus on the 
similarities of issues facing us, not the 
differences. There are many positive 
things that can come from moving past 
age differences. ~ 
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Sunday, January 2 at 2 p.m. 
An hour-long sleigh ride will be followed 
by hot chocolate at a fire pit. 


Space is limited, so pre-register and get 
directions by calling 482-1794. 


Free for Womonspace members and children. 
Women who are not members may join us for $4. 


Seeking information and personal 
experiences regarding children 

of gay and lesbian parents. Have 
schools attempted to accommodate 
the needs of children of gay and 
lesbian parents? Do you know 
examples where boards of education 
have tried to ban I/g/b books or bar 
discussion of lesbian and gay issues 
in the classroom? Are there efforts 
of inclusion? E-mail Katherine at 
karnup@ccs.carleton.ca 


Breakfast Club Sharon and Gloria 
want to start a Breakfast Club and/or 
a Movie Club. If interested, gather at 
The Bagel Tree, January 4, 2000 at 
7:30 p.m. or phone Sharon at 468-7073 
or email gfilax@gpu.srv.ualberta.ca 
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Whether your pain 
is acute or long term 


We can help: 


Edmonton Physical 
Therapy Clinic Ltd. 


10848 Jasper Avenue 
Tel: 428 6881 


No Doctor’s referral required 
WCB and CRP funded 


Mountain Berry Inn B&B 


on 40 acres of paradise near 
Salmon Arm, BC. (250)835-8891. 
E-mail mberry@jetstream.net 


Labyrinth Lake Lodge Peaceful, 
inexpensive get-aways for couples / 
small groups. Complete privacy on 
160 acres lakefront. Hot tub. Phone 
878-3301 (local call) 
lablake@compusmart.ab.ca 


Shared Accommodations 3- 
bedroom bungalow in older part of 
Millwoods. Double-car garage. 
Close to freeways and express bus 
to downtown and university. Must be 
non-smoker and like cats. 
$300/month + 1/2 utilities. 463-9268 


Celebration & Empowerment 


June C. Lioyp 


Barrister & Solicitor 


‘Gala Kayenxag 


nt, Services and Products for th 


- 


896 Commercial Dr. 
(at Venables) 
Vancouver, B.C. 
Canada V5L 3Y5 


| Tel: (604) 254-2543 
5 | Fax: (604) 254-5472 oe 


Mail Order a 
1-888-WYM-WARE & 


www.wormynsware.com 


1506, 10117 Jasper Avenue 
Edmonton, Alberta T5J 1W8 
Telephone 497-7755 


S3aM STIG 


Providing an Environme| 


Full Circle Projects 


Journey-Sho s® ~ Sacred Circle ~ Keynotes ~ Collaberations 
Goddess Programs ~ Pleidian Lightwork ~ Sacred Arts 


Call Deb-RA: (780) 513-6698 Full Circle Projects: 780.513.6698 
e-mail:prairiepriestess@hotmail.com 
Information packages available. 


Full Circle is dedicated to freeing the creative spirit and reclamation of the positive feminine Self! 


Deb-Ra is a global ceremonialist and teacher initiated as shamanic priestess 
at the Temple of Aphrodite in Turkey. 
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Liz Massiah 


M.S.W., R.S.W. 
Clinical Social Worker 


Healing work with lesbians 
by a lesbian. 


Sliding scale. 
#203, 10129 — 124 Street, 


Edmonton, Alberta 
Phone (780) 415-5434 


“Through uncertainty to new possibilities.” 


ASTROLOGICAL 
CONSULTANT 


WRAY DANSEREAU 


BIRTH CHART 
INTERPRETATIONS 


FORECASTING 


RELATIONSHIP AND 
CAREER FOCUS 


(780) 430-0645 
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OrxlANpO 
~ BOOKS 


Edmonton's lesbian-owned, 
feminist bookstore 
with a fine selection 
of titles for women. 
10123 Whyte Ave. T6E 1Z5 
432-7633 


Aovertise in 
Womons pace! 


Call 482-1794 


Advertising Rates 
Quarter page: $25 
Half page: $50 
Full page: $100 
Classified ads are free 
for members. 


Read back issues of 
womonspace on our 
award-winning website: 


http://www.gaycanada. 
com/womonspace/ 
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Dgrice 


SaturcGy, December |§, 1999 


Inglewood Hall, 12515 — 116 Avenue 
9 p.m.— 1 a.m. 


FOR WOMEN ONLY 
NON-SMOKING EVENT 


Womons pace Members i p Form | 


(Confieentiality Assured 2 


Name(s) 

Address 

City Postal Code 
Phone E-mail 


12 month membership fee: 
$15/single or $25/couple (with one newsletter) 
$15/associate (Friends of Womonspace; newsletter only) 


Cheque or money order payable to: Womonspace, Box 128 Main P.O. Filion | 
Alberta T5J 3K4 Phone: (780) 482-1794 (low income ipadlable) 


L] New Member [] Renewal U1 Mecociise at te age sete 4 
LJ] I would like to be a volunteer Total Enos: . 
[} Please mail my newsletter to my home 

C1 I will pick up the newsletter at dances and events _ $ 


matte eye tt nein tare ne conse nee oats eee ee ee bh eh ns nb ob ah ne en ene ne ne bn se ob oe an a setts 


